FRANCIS OF ASSIST
carts, loaded with bread and wiae, with beans and
cheese and other good things to eat, according to the
needs of Christ's poor ones . . . Wherefore, St. Domi-
nic, beholding all these things wrought in them, humbly
owned that he had falsely judged St. Francis of rash-
ness, and drawing nigh to him knelt down and humbly
confessed his fault.
Yes, Francis in his exalted moments can conquer
even Dominic, Elias, and Ugolini.   But no man can
live continually at white heat.    In the months and
years that follow, especially while Francis is away on
a new crusade in Egypt, these three men, each in his
own way, each sincerely, and each with growing in-
fluence, slowly but surely mold the Franciscan brother-
hood more and more into the pattern of a great and
powerful institution of the church.    Francis never
permits his order to merge with that of Dominic, but
Ugolini comes to dominate both.  And only a few years
after the Chapter of the Mats we find another Chapter-
General assembled, now with Brother Elias in com-
mand, where Francis, sitting humbly at his feet, may
speak only after he has gained permission by tugging
at the robe of the new Father-General.   This assem-
blage, in spite of Francis' fervent pleading, adopts a
new rule, relaxing somewhat the requirement of abso-
lute poverty and bringing the order more in line with the
church's regulations for its older orders.
The Sorrows of Francis. All this was probably in-
evitable. Certain it is that so large a brotherhood need-
ed more organization than simple-minded Francis could
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